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vered way at the points where the palisades 
had been destroyed by the batteries. The lad- 
ders were then fixed down the counterscarp, 
and the descent into the ditch was quickly 
effected. 

" Though the formation of the troops was 
necessarily broken in these operations, they 
immediately advanced against the breaches, 
and soon succeeded in gaining the ascent ; but 
such were the obstacles prepared by the enemy, 
that it was found impossible to surmount them. 
Not only had the summits of th« breaches 
been obstructed by the chevaux-de-frize, but 
deep and wide trenches had been dug, in the 
bottom of which were planted iron spikes, and 
the whole of the surrounding buildings were 
casemated and occupied by light infantry. To 
overcome these obstacles, many gallant but 
unsuccessful attempts were made by the troops; 
but after persevering with a courage impossible 
to be surpassed, they were at length compelled 
to retire. The attack was again renewed, but 
without more favourable issue ; and nearly all 
the superior officers being disabled, the troops 
were withdrawn to prepare for fresh efforts 
when the day should dawn. 

" In the meanwhile, the third division, led by 
General Kempt, and commanded by General 
Picton, advanced to escalade the castle ; and 
on approaching the Rivillas, were received by 
a heavy fire from all the works to the eastward 
of the town. They speedily descended into the 
ditch, and planted' their ladders. These, un- 
fortunately, were found too short, and did not 
reach within four feet of the summit of the 
rampart. This obstacle, though not insuper- 
able, materially diminished the rapidity of the 
ascent, and kept the troops longer exposed to 
a destructive fire than would otherwise have 
been necessary. Showers of grenades, stones, 
and rafters of wood, were likewise poured 
down on them by the enemy, and the slaughter 
was very great. General Picton and General 
Kempt were carried from the field severely 
wounded, and the command of the division 
devolved on Colonel Campbell of the ninety- 
fourth. Under this officer, the attack lost 
nothing of its energy. The troops, anxious 
to escape from the dreadful fire to which they 
were exposed in the ditch, eagerly mounted 
the ladders, and as they reached the summit, 
formed on the rampart. A short struggle then 
ensued, — and in a few minutes the division 
were in possession of the castle. 

" Soon afterwards, the brigade of General 
Walker, after forcing the barrier on the road 
to Olivenca, succeeded in entering the town by 
escalade. Before this was effected, several of 
the ladders broke, and General Walker was 
disabled by a severe wound. The troops, how- 
ever, persevered in the assault with a «pirit and 
gallantry which drew the applause of Lord 
Wellington, who witnessed their efforts from a 
small eminence near the trenches, from whence 
he directed the whole movements of attack. 
The brigade of General Walker then advanc- 
ing by the ramparts, attacked in rere the troops 
posted for defence of the breaches, and imme- 
diately dispersed them. 

" No sooner did Lord Wellington receive 
intelligence of the success of the third and 
fifth divisions, than he directed the fourth and 
light divisions again to advance on the breaches ; 
and fresh troops being thrown into the town, 
all resistance ceased on the part of the garrison. 
General Phillippon and his staff, with about 
four hundred men, escaped across the river to 



Fort St. CbxistovaL and shortly afterwards 
surrendered. 

The whole of the garrison, amounting 
nearly to four thousand, were made prisoners. 
A considerable quantity of arms and amunition, 
one huadred and seventy-two pieces of artillery, 
and more than eighty thousand shot, were found 
in the place. The expenditure of life, on the 
part of the allies, during this extraordinary 
siege, was very great; by the returns, the 
number of killed and wounded amounted to 
nearly five thousand. 

" Considering the boldness of the effort and 
the magnitude of the obstacles to be overcome, 
the captnre of Badajos is one of those events 
in our annals, of which Englishmen may well 
feel proud. * Never, probably,' says Colonel 
Jones, * since the discovery of gunpowder, 
were men more exposed to its action than those 
assembled in the ditch to assault the breaches. 
Many thousand shells and hand-grenades, nu- 
merous bags filled with powder, every kind of 
burning composition and destructive missile, 
had been prepared and placed along the parapet 
of the whole front ; these, under an incessant 
roll of musquetry, were hurled into the ditch 
without intermission for upwards of two hours, 
giving to its surface an appearance of vomiting 
fire, and producing sudden flashes of light more 
vivid than the day. Description, however, 
conveys but a faint idea of the imposing nature 
of such a mode of defence. The doors of suc- 
cess were certainly thrown open; but they 
were so vigilantly guarded, the approach to 
them was so strewn with difficulties, and the 
scene altogether so appalling, that instead of 
its being a disparagement to the troops to have 
failed in forcing through them, is it not rather 
a subject for pride and exultation that they had 
firmness to persevere in the attempt till re- 
called." 

We shall never forget an anecdote of a cir- 
cumstance that followed the capture of Bada- 
jos, related to us by a distinguished veteran 
officer, now a General in his Majesty's service. 
He described, as only an officer and an eye- 
witness can describe, the horrible nature of the 
task the troops had to encoimter, in conse- 
quence of the shortness of the scaling ladders, 
in scrambling up the wall of Badajos, whilst 
the enemy hurled them down, man after man, 
in quick succession into the ditch below, where 
theywere instantly suffocated in the filth, as it 
was the common sewer of the city. On gain- 
ing the town, however, in spite of the com- 
manding position and vigorous resistance of the 
enemy, it was necessarily abandoned for some 
hours to the fury of the troops. In turning 
the angle of a street, on the way to his quar- 
ters, he met a young and delicate Spanish lady, 
evidently of elevated rank, shrieking and run- 
ning at her utmost speed before a party of 
English soldiers. Perceiving his rank by his 
dress and bearing, she threw herself imploringly 
upon his protection ; he commanded the men 
to desist, and drew his sword to enforce his 
orders : the men levelled their muskets and de- 
manded as a matter of right, that he should in- 
stantly retire, or they would shoot him, and 
he was compelled to abandon that miserable 
lady to their brutal violence. 

There are several minor blemishes and slight, 
inaccuracies in the annals of the " Peninsular 
Campaigns," which we forbear to dwell upon. 
Ubi plura nitent, &c. We observe that Cap- 
tain Hamilton follows Dr. Southey in repre- 
senting Charles the Fourth of Spain, as hav- 



ing ended his life at Compiegne, whither he re" 
tired soon after his final abdication in favor o* 
' his friend and ally' Napoleon ; it is of little- 
consequence where the poor creature ended his 
dishonorable days, but we believe he died at 
Rome. 

We could wish that the author had inserted 
a glossary of such technical terms as, tete-du- 
pont, en potence, gorge, ravelin, &c. for the 
benefit at least of his fair readers, for we must 
not confess that we of the fighting sex have 
any use for such explanations. We may add 
that the fourteen plates consist of plans of the 
Peninsular battles. 



NOTICES OF BOOKS. 

An Apology for the Established Church m Ire- 
land: being an attempt to prove that its 
present state is more pure than in any period 
since the Reformation. In a series of let- 
ters addressed to the Earl of MountcasheL 
By the Rev. H. Newland, B. D. vicar of 
Bannow. — Dublin: W. Curry and Co. ; 
Hunt, Chance and Co., London. 

If any man doubt, which we never did, that 
the Established Church in Ireland is now in a 
state of greater purity than it has ever been 
before, since those dim and shadowy centuries 
when Ireland was an island of saints, and piety 
and repose, and her light (which Archbishop 
UsheT proves to the satisfaction of all church- 
men was the true light,) shined brightly amid 
the darkness of surrounding nations, let such 
doubter read Mr. Newland's book, with the 
longwinded title above recited, and be con- 
vinced, and renounce the error of his thoughts. 

Our principle, as literary men, is to leave the 
Church to the supervision of the bishops, as we 
do the State to the care of the parliament. It 
is our private opinion that the catapult of the 
Bishop of Ferns is quite equal to the task of 
battering down Lord Mountcashel's logical 
ramparts, and that the vicar of Bannow is 
somewhat superfluous in volunteering his aid, 
seeing that in the first place, as the witty and 
caustic dean of Cork slyly observes, the public 
can judge on which side assistance was most 
wanted; and secondly, the vicar docs not seem 
possessed of any very extraordinary weapons 
or prowess beyond what might be reasonably 
expected from any well informed churchman. 
We think too, he sometimes speaks evil of dig- 
nities with a flippancy and lightness rather un- 
becoming his profession, and in the case of 
Charles the First, he commits a gross histori- 
cal anachronism, and takes advantage of bis 
own mistake to indulge in unseemly vitupera- 
tion against that murdered king. We are sorry 
to observe a spirit of asperity and of personal 
recrimination creeping into this controversy, 
which we had hoped the good sense and good 
taste of the high contending parties would hav» 
led them to avoid. In private life men cam 
continue to entertain the most cordial feelings 
towards each other, though differing in opinion 
on important subjects. It is very strange how 
difficult it seems for even the wise and good to 
preserve the same sourtesy and kindness in dis- 
cussions of a public nature. 

Mr. Newland's book contains some curious, 
and important information as to the quantity 
of ecclesiastical property in the hands of lay- 
men in Ireland. He states that the amount 
received by the laity in tithes i» equal to that 
received by all the bishops and clergy; w« couM 
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wish that he had verified his statements on tins 
head by references to the documents which 
£ rove them to be true. On the whole, the 
work is one evincing considerable research and 
information; but it is sometimes too intempe- 
rate towards Lord Mountcashel, and too adu- 
latory towards the bishop. It clearly esta- 
blishes that which we had thought was pretty 
generally allowed, that the improvement of the 
Irish Church Establishment in general, has 
kept pace with the very marked improvement 
in the selection of bishops, since the union; 
and that a gradual reformation is even now in 
course of steady and progressive operation, 
through the natural and legitimate channel of 
tlie constituted ecclesiastical authorities. 



low with interest and advantage through the 
flowery fields of natural science, without the 
mind being wearied, or curiosity being dulled 
by too minute and tedious an investigation of 
any one of the multifarious subjects, which na- 
ture presents for consideration. 



Irixh Priests and English Landlords, By the 
Author of «Hvacinth O'Gara." — Dublin, 
R. M. Tims, 1830. 

We remember to have read " Hyacinth O' Gara" 
with considerable pleasure; there was an ad- 
herence to truth and nature in it which is rarely 
to be met with in books of that stamp. Tbe 
idea was an odd one, it seemed borrowed from 
the history of Castle Rack-rent, one of the 
most powerful of Miss Edgeworth's national 
sketches, perhaps indeed the most profound of 
nil. For the generations of squires in Castle 
Rack-rent, we had a succession of parsons in 
Hyacinth O'Gara, and the character of old 
Thady the chronicler is varied accordingly. 

The present little work possesses the same 
excellencies as the former in the occasional 
touches of Irish national character and modes 
of expression; but there is, as might almost 
be expected, from the usual character of these 
politico-religious stories, a good deal of pre- 
judice and consequent misrepresentation. We 
hold it to be directly unfair and reprehensible 
to make use of fiction as a vehicle for vilifying 
any class of men whatever. If Irish priests 
do evil, let their misdeeds be proved and 
punished either by tho law of opinion, or by 
t-ie law of the land. Let facts have due pub- 
licity, "and whip the rascals naked through the 
world," no matter who or what the said ras- 
cals happen to be ; but let no man invent sto- 
ries to hold up the members of any particular 
order, merely as such, to scorn or abhorrence. 
To ns at least this seems a strange, though not 
unusual, departure from the plain dictates of 
high principle and honorable feeling. We do 
not menu to bring so heavy a charge against 
every one who has thought and acted differ- 
ently in this respect; we know that mauy have 
done so with tbe most conscientious views, but 
we trust that on reflection, they will think with 
11s, and employ their talents for the future in a 
manner more perfectly consistent with that 
pure love of all our fellow-creatures, which Ca- 
tholic Christianity so indispensably requires and 
enjoins, as the second great commandment in 
the law. 



Studies in Natural History , exhibiting a po- 
pular view of the most striking and interesting 

objects of the Material World. By W. 

Rhind. — Oliver&Boyd, Edinburgh; Simp- 
kin and Marshall, London, 1830. 12mo. 

This is a very pleasing book on a very pleasing 
subject. It is exceedingly agreeable to turn 
from the dull round of ordinary cares and vex- 
«tions to the freshness of mighty nature. Mr. 
Rhiud, is a congenial spirit whom one can fol- 



Outlines of Irish History, written for the use 
of young persons. 1 vol. 18mo. London, 
Harris. 

These have now no fewer than three books of 
this class, on Irish history, recently issued from 
the press. We are very glad to see bo much 
attention directed to a subject of such para- 
mount importance as the history of our country, 
and the present little work, though a very 
slight compilation, is rendered interesting, as 
the production of an English lady of rank, 
and intended for the use of her owu children. 
The brevity of the outline may be conjectured 
when it is stated, that one small volume is 
made to extend from the origin of the Irish 
people to Emmctt's insurrection in 1803. The 
political bias which pervades the work is that 
usually denominated liberal. 



by Niebuhr in his publication of the Byzantine 
Classics ; and their attachment to the philoso- 
phy of Kant is evinced by several new publi- 
cations on the subject. 

Italy has many learned men in her universi- 
ties, especially at Padua, but there has not 
lately appeared any thing of consequence from 
them. She may be proud of Manzoni, who 
certainly approaches very near the author of 
Waverley, and who has rendered the Literature 
of his country a service, by introducing a new 
species of it, almost unknown there heretofore ; 
but he has not escaped the rude hand of criti- 
cism among his own countrymen. Where the 
sway of Austria pre%'ails, the voice of litera- 
ture is almost or altogether silenced. 



FOREIGN LITERATURE. 

At present we can only give a cursory glance 
to this important subject We naturally cast 
our eyes first on France ; there the bias seems 
to be chiefly scientific, F. Cuvicr and G. St. 
Hilaire (Histoire naturelle des mammiferes) 
De Candolle ( Systeme naturel du regne vege- 
tal) and Maitc Brun ( Geograpliie) are each 
employed, in his respective department. Poli- 
tics seems to engross the minds of the French 
people, so that even their poets write on poli- 
tical subjects. Passing by the gay and some- 
times licentious Beranger, the victim of royal 
and aristocratical wrath, we find the twin poets, 
M£ry and Bartlieiomy, like him injudiciously 
brought before the public, by a political prose- 
cution, and now starting afresh with their 
« Waterloo," a poem directed against Mens. 
Bourmont, one of the ministry The inex- 
haustible source opened to Memoirs by the 
republican and imperial governments, still con. 
tinues to send forth new works, among which 
the memoirs of Bourriewte claim an important 
station, on account of the opportunity which 
the author possessed of observing the character 
and actions of Napoleon. Even the different 
corps engaged in the French army, during their 
eventful struggle, are beginning to find histo- 
rians, and we have now the history of the 
Polish legions in the French service, by Leo- 
nard Cltodzko. 

In Germany, Caroline Pichler has written 
a new romance on the subject of the re-taking 
of Buda, (Wiederersberung Ofens) while %j 
her contributions, with those of other literary 
characters, among whom Tiech holds a distin- 
guished rank, the German annuals maintain 
their ancient fame, though very much inferior 
in point of illustrations, to those of England. 
The venerable patriarch of German literature, 
Gothe, has seen his eightieth anniversary cele. 
brated by his enthusiastic countrymen, and 
under his auspices have just appeared, Letters 
addressed to him by Schiller, during the years 
1806 and 7, in which are some interesting 
particulars respecting the latter's WaBeastein. 
The teal for ancient literature, for which the 
Germans were first distinguished by the re. 



PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 

The Foreign Review, No. IX. — London, Black, 
Young and Young. * 

Although many of our readers must be aware 
of the fact, it may be necessary to mention, for 
the information of some of them, that there 
have been for some time past, two Quarterly 
Reviews published in London, which are de- 
voted solely to foreign literature. They, how- 
ever, frequently avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunities to discuss subjects of domestic interest 
afforded by foreign books, which bear a relation 
to our affaire, or by the review of translations of 
our own books, which are published on the 
continent. Of these two Reviews, the Foreign 
Quarterly professes Whig principles in politics* 
and is written with much care, and in a style 
which generally aims more at elegance than 
strength. The Foreign Review, the last num- 
ber of which we are about more particularly to 
notice, espouses Ultra Tory principles in its 
political articles, and it is generally written 
with much spirit and vigor. The last number 
is perhaps the best in every respect, which has 
appeared of this Review, abounding with infor- 
mation and amusement, conveyed in a tone of 
lively force, which seizes upon the attention, 
and makes an impression upon the mind that is 
not likely soon to be effaced. The sturdy 
healthy tone of the articles of this Journal is 
better suited, we should think, to meet the 
public taste, than the more elaborated style of 
its rival, although both Reviews are deserving 
of much praise. The Foreign Quarterly is 
moro heard of in the newspapers, probably from 
some peculiar sources of private influence, or 
from more adroit management in this particu- 
lar ; but the Foreign Review, notwithstanding 
a little exuberance of energy in which it some- 
times indulges, will amply repay those, who 
chuse to judge rather by reading for themselves, 
than by .trusting to what may be inferred re- 
specting it, from more frequently hearing of 
its rival. 

It is not exactly consistent with our plan to 
review reviewers at any length, nor have we 
space to do more than point attention to a few 
of the articles, but we should not do justice to 
the impression which the first article of the 
present number has made upon ourselves, did 
we not mention particularly the Review of the* 
life and writings of Jean Paul Friedrich Rich- 
ter. Although the article can give no moie 
than a glimpse of the life and writings of this 
extraordinary man, yet it affords » sufficient 
view of the glorious struggle «f n bold inde- 
pendent and manly mind, against the bitterest 



mainder of Europe, is maintained at present circumstance, of severe poverty, to prove m 



